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invention relates to a process for preparing a copper-based catalyst which is useful in the synthesis of
the class of useful chemical compounds known as sterically hindered phenols, the preparation of
such a catalyst and the synthesis of a sterically hindered phenol in accordance with the present

invention. 2. Description of the Prior Art It is known in the art that sterically hindered phenols can be
prepared by the dehydrogenation of phenol, which is in turn obtained by the oxidation of benzene.

The oxidation step can be performed by various methods known in the art. Generally, this oxidation
is performed using air in the presence of a heterogeneous catalyst or by performing the oxidation in a
stream of inert gas in the presence of a noble metal on a solid support. It is also known in the art that

the catalytic dehydrogenation of phenol in the presence of copper salts on a solid support is a
particularly advantageous method. However, there are many limitations with respect to the yield of

the desired product obtained by this method. For example, the selectivity of the reaction, the catalyst
life and the ease of the recovery and reuse of the catalyst are all important limitations in this method.
Therefore, it is desirable to develop a new method for preparing a copper-based catalyst and the use

of the copper-based catalyst in the synthesis of sterically hindered phenols which overcome these
limitations. It is also desirable to provide a process for preparing a copper-based catalyst which is

more stable during the reactions and which has a higher selectivity to the desired product.Q: routing
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