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editors for LinuxThe World Wildlife Fund said in a new report that the combination of threats
— droughts, heavy rains and desertification — has created a “catastrophic situation” in the
Horn of Africa. The report shows that a number of areas in the Horn have already started
“downgrading” into “serious stress” due to the threats posed by climate change. “They are

degrading to moderate stress, which is where we will see some of the worst impacts over the
next few decades,” said Sabrina Homyani, the organization’s regional representative for the

Horn. “The situation is already severe in some areas and will only worsen over the next
decades.” The dangers are mounting as the earth warms, pushing to temperatures not seen in
some parts of the Horn since the last ice age. “It’s just a matter of time before the predictions
come true,” said Babikir Bashir, a local pastoralist in western Ethiopia who is facing the onset
of droughts and climate-fueled desertification. Ethiopia, already one of the most water-poor
countries in the world, faces a total water shortage of 75 million cubic meters by 2025. The
report comes as the United Nations is planning to hold a global climate change summit in

September in New York. In the Horn, the annual meeting of the Conference of the Parties,
COP 24, is scheduled for Dec. 2-14. But Dina Mikael Nour, a climate change expert at the
Bishoftu Environment and Development Organization in Ethiopia, said the world must also

address the problem now. “There’s a gap between the understanding and plans to reduce
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greenhouse gas emissions and what is actually happening on the ground,” she said. “Climate
change is getting more serious.” The report, “Stressed,” was released to coincide with a summit

in Brussels where the 2d92ce491b
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